Joy Woods is located around Joy Road in the coastal area of Sonoma County, USA
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In tracing the| ownership of this property now known &s Joy Woods .-
and in ordert to give a proper. backpround to the story if is necessary
to go back to the time when it wos first claimed by the white man 409

. ¥ears ago. It forms an interesting tale and could easily be developed

{ - into a volume, but I will only gi®e you the highlights., ;
o :
& Juan Francisco fabrille, a FPortuguese navigator in the employ of E

w the king of JSpain, touched upper Colifornia shores in the year 1542, - -
i .~ He nemed Cape Mendocino in honor of Signicr Antonio de Mendoza, who,

as Viceroy of the Spanish province of Mexico,; sponsored the expeditien. e,
He turned south. for the winter and spent it on'the Island of San Miguel - R
off the routhern ccakt of California ond, while exploring it, suffered- e

£8 broken 2rm which efentually caused: his.death. Do v

e Before that occhrred he instructed his second in commend, Lieuter=
R ant Ferellio, to carry on the exploration as fer north as possible,

P and the lotter reachsd 5 point on the Oregon ccast that is now marked
. by a monument which waos crected a fews years a®. On this exvedition

Spagn based_her clalm to this territory, Joy ‘oods ineli@ed. | SRR

" Phirty six yécrs ‘passed béfore.the next zct in the California -
dﬁama-came-oi.Stagg. Before that, rumors.had recched Europe that thepr
‘was something cooking in the Pacific. England had begun te flex her
" muscles as o moritige notion and her ambitiocus young queen, Elizabeth,.
. was anxious to get 3slige of the “ccke that wes being cut up. so rapidly:
" by the Spanish monarch who, &t thotiperied slreudy governed the rich-.
est and most powerflil nation in the world.:: ~ - .

.

3
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. As a result, on English expedition wos fitted out and dfgatched,;
‘under ‘the command of Admiral Francis Drake, to add some of this new
world to the crown of England. Up to the time thot Drake passed .
through the strdits |of Mpgellan and™entered the Western Pacifiec, Spain, -

‘had been in undisputed .possegsion of 2ll the lznd touched by its waterc
At every point he cdntarcted he found a "no: vacancy"  sign posted.  But
; he also’ found no-logks on the doors nor any adequate gusrds over the-
Property. . ST T | R e
- ’ » ‘Détermined not to return homé empty-handed and in spite of the fzo 0
e that - the two countrids warc nominzlly &t -peace, he. ¢honged hig role of
i - 'friendly explorer intio thiut of a benign pirate; True, he did not-kill
¥ anyone in his new charactcr. He did not hove to. Resistenco vould have
.- B been_useless sgainst his overpowering force. " So -he procoeded merrily -
. on his way, socking defonscless towns on the cocst -af. Chili and Pgru, -
. stripping ond sinking ui:armed ships, after sending their crews ashore,
and carciully stowing| awcy their valucbles. : o T

-

. Of coursc he knew thet when this became known to. the centrsl IR
. Spanish authorities there would ‘be trouble znd if*he returned er She - e
_gourse he was followihg thoy would be in wait for him; so he .decided ™ :
. Lo rcturn to England by o difforcat route. Meamwinilce, -his starting
-~ fleet of 5 vessels hsf, for onc cause or another, been . reduccd o o -

Single ship and, in order to refit- and replenish™it, he landed at

whot is row czlled Drikets Bay on-the Marin. coast, There he farricd
. for some six wecks while the workx was being dome,” but in the meantime

»,




- ghe Was not idle. He
" in awe:at the white -
“hands, and at their i

ne Spaniards arcund;
owners wcre still in
in history.  With 2 f
to acknowledge the soy
England, including Jo

2

made friends with the Indian netives who marvelled
nen who carried thunder and lightaing in their
reot ghins. At last he found o goodly land with

$0 & gsizod the opportunity, while the Indian

2 duze, to put over the slickest real estate deal
W trinkets added he induced -the simple créatures
rereipnty of Quien Bess aznd claimed their land for

: To confirm tho s
fastened it to & post

the University of Cal

T s Evidently Drake
o - ‘claims of the Spanish
- ~argue the case if it
«+ . -he reloaded his loot

- land by the Cape of §

fui.hp urloaded his $2,00

7 Strangely enough
arose over Spain's cl
she made no attompt 4
nations, and England
owners elscwhere on tlh
. gains., For a long ti
- You might ecall it a s

ing meat. Warnings o
~attentions northwerd
~anrd hed injected her
of South and Central

s,

7. Finally, in 1768
"missioneries storted
"first settlement and
s next 4L years, therd

C ””Durihg this »r
w07 w and Mexican territory,
' %took over the hcad of

o But whiie tic Sp
** mation that did net r
affairs thday you con

Ve The Muscovites ha
: s0 well. = A stecdy di
and there was zruecat d

ments from home, whic
primarily in the fur-

sca otter, belver and

here lay rich furming

gition wus made, with ¢
Bussien mechanics and

“to circumnavigote tha

“gbout 1770 some’ of thém agsif-went on’ the

todst as for as Sonoma.

F WooGs.
e he had a record acde on & brass plzte 2nd

found o few yeurs ago wnd 'is I understand, ot
Lifornia in Berkeley nov. -

did not know or ¢id not core:zbout the previous

1. In cny casc, he left it to his government to
evers came to trial, Then, refitted and refreshed,

and stores .and, without mishap, returned to Bng- =

rood Hope, . Thus his wos the first Epnglish vesscl
carth, - There was great rojoicing in London when

0,000 cargorznd presentcd it to. his Queen, '

s in spite of all-this, no real controversy ever
aim to Czlifornia, thoush for the next 200 ysars
o colonize it,
eiso, had taken other n:w lands from their native
¢ giocbe and were very busy consolideting their

me there was roespect for- each othorsrdiscoveries,
ort of Yhonor among thicves attitude. But along

f dmpending trouble cuuscd Spain to turn her

+ : 5he too had beer busy with her southern colonies
brand of civilizaticn into varicus vital parts
Americs cnd espscially Mexieo, :

» & mixed exvedition of soldiers, civilians and
nonth, from -Lower Californic and. established the
nissith/Son Diego. . Others followed uatil, in the
was & chain of each reaching north along the '

ocess Spoin hod 1cst by revolts all her American
» - This involved Californi+, andMéxican governor -
government here.” Joy: Woods again changed masters.

bnish werc- still in possession, there was one
espect her tclaim on California.  In view of werld
e25ily guess which ong--dussia. :

d founded 4 coleény in #lsskc and it was not doing
at of fish and scal mstt was not to their liking
ifficulty and expense cttoched to getting ship-

h 2t times caused grcut hardshivs. They were
hunting business and wien their exneditions for
scels along<" these coasts disclosed the foet that
lands proctically ungucrsgded, a . careful investi-

. he result thot in 1811 o strong forre 5 of
£loutinn hunters, under the comnand of Alexander

. Ve cén bo sure thot this part of the story was
true, as the plate was :

In the ucantime, the other ambitiou:

prowl and. California was tempt-
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"% Kuskoff, ‘wes landed

s to whom he was now d
" They did net move but continuedtheir faverito sport of negotiating.
"80 Vallejo tried andgther plen, ' :

iin-law of Generzal Vall

4t Bodega Buy fu;ly cquipved to found and nmaine- -

tain 2 colony . Onge mors Joy woats hod z new claimant,

and

They established a_dcpot'at Bodega Bay/aféettlement and form

inland ¢ullcd Kuskefr

formed around Bodega

cocst of furbearing |anincls.

nier tihe present site
Bay, and their hunters
The following

of Bodega, They clso
stripped the streams and
ye&r they founded what is

ngw known as Fort Réss, and it became. their principal settlement.

Everything that they

gethered above their needs from seil or sez was

shipped %o Alaska, and no thrset of order frowm either the Spanish or
Mexican governors suificed to meke them lecve,

Under the lattern
In*1835 the office of

and Genceresl Mariono Guadalupe Vellejo plzccd in gharge,
ambitious and resourceful and immedictely went to work,

Sonoma was loid out)
assembled,

. Somé 5 yesars

arrived in Californie on a trading venture.
clso with & black-ewed Serncrita who was a sister-
lejo ond a mriber of the Cerrillo family.
sook the sca, took out Mexican citizenship pepers, obtoined the El Mol-

with the country and

ina land grent of 17

a trusbed friend of V&lleJOyzandhthe_yogng_generalﬁpften‘turned to him

for advice,

- Soy when the 1l
Cooperts counsel. T
curtain across-the g
prevent their futher
fully he needed men
the native Californil
three:of the menbers
Black, James Dawson
MeIntosh was gronted

" within 2 gun sact of
The Raneno Esteroc Am
this timber land tha
First time, passéd i

48 he dild nct heve sufficient force to

before, a Yarnkee Captain, John P. Cooper, had

; _however, the prissure on the Russions incressed,
Czmnandonte of vhe Northern. Frontier was crocted
He was ycung,
The town of

& presidfo budlt ond .o small body 8% troops

attack the Russians,

near neighbor, he egoin warned them to vieote.

He became encmoured
He for-

;892,42 acres and mErried the gal. He soon became.

atter determined to try his new plan, he enlisted
his nlan was thé erectisn’of a miniature iron

dze of the tBrritory occupied by thes Russizns to
expansion te the south. To corry it out sugcess-
of rmore conbative dispositions than that shown by -
ans, -and, on-Cooper!s recommendation, he selected
of Ccoperls former ship's orew. They were James
=nc Doncld Manuel MeIntosh. Shortly thersafter
8,849.13 acres of land whose western boundry ran
tas Russlan settliment ot Bedeza.  This was called:s
bric:so, and in tho northwestern corner of it 11 es
t is now known as Joy Woods, whith nowg for the

ceived grants later
in whip snwing lunbe
-town of Frocstonc as
Czucosians to settle

The expected fr

no actuzl fighting o
Russian bluffs, and
Muscovites thit shey
sud withcrew to Ross
de.y stetesmen would

-McIntosh omer

cicged to sell his hwldings ond join ais

nte privite nands, The other two man also re-
out, Ior tiie tim€-being, they worked tosether
r and in e cting buildl.gs nesr ths brisent

& ‘base of cperation. Thoy were the first

in Soncma County.- : -

iegpion wity the Russians did develops 4lthough
ceurred, Villejo's men nover fuiled te czll the
eventunlly made - things se unpleasant for the
adond thelr squatter soldimgs ot Kuskoff

.. LY
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= BLPCOAS o inQldunt tist osonwe of our present
co well vo be.r in mind,

abeut 5y
old shipn

1oeg Lis ranenc for $I'S. . he then de~

te, Black, who

3
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.“”had'acquired the Nigasic Rancho in ithe meantime., He made a deal with

-

Jasper OiFarrell forthe propucty. O*Farrell was o young Irish eénginesr
who had been cngeged lin murveying land for the Mexican Government znd

privote parties in California, He it was who conceived ond corried cut,
cgainst the stifl¥ ppposition of the prondrty owners, tic dencreation of
Market Street in San [Francisco,. G'Forroll 5%, wos named after 9im,

Lecording to the

terus.of the sale, MeIntosh wes to receive 5300

2 ye:r for life for the croperty. Disagreement arose chout this deal

- ‘and the case was taken to court. & final setuleaent was made on a cash
bzsis and O'Farrell gaid 1im 5,000 for the Reneho, including some 1500 -
head of cattle and 150 head of horses thst ae »od seccumubted whides

C'operating it, Tais
o Joy Weods, OfFarrd
7. and, due to the inf

.~ He concluded te scl
-7 some of the rcncheo
.-~ by a 8an Francisco
Belloe,_ the next

amounted to about 60 cents per acre, 2nd included
11 and teken a ot of 4is surveying fees in land

iux of inmigrants, it .od begun to increese inadue

1 sowe of his holdings for oish,  He disposed ok

to individual settl.rs, but the bulk ©F it was hmgat
benker, Benjemin Belloc, for. speculative purposek, -
gwuer of Joy ¥Woods, had the timber land plotted

© into LX) tracts, eac
‘ Several of these we
material to c¢nelosay

The transfer, to Bel

¥

L ;Shortl& before
» wife, hod settled &
- nill and .’ " took

His name was Benjaon

. a1l of these tri.cts

’ “Thereafter, as
that ‘had been sold
James. W, Watson in

« . Seven others 6f the
called to England ol
and died shortly af

Those 7 traets
Acker, #43 and #i4 Y

21 of which contained approximately 20 acres.’
re sold te ranchers who nseded wood and fencing
the laznd they ied boumat, viaich, until then, had

‘been open - renge, They bought lumber for their buil dings from 2 mill
,sthat been erected on the nroperty in 1855 by tires Thurston brothers,
CwWho; under an agredment with O'Farrell, epersted on & stumpzge basks,

loc was effected in 186L.

this transfer a young Ehglishman who, with his
. Bodega.Bay -in:the early 50's, bought ths Thurston
var its cperction, On Moy 2, 1865 he bought the

*

. b tracts of land thit surrounced the mill, ‘& matter of 89,25 ceres,
.' in Joy and his wife's was Biizabeth. On October
© 12, 1871 hs nurchaskd an additionsl 37 tracts. conta

_ _ ining 740 acres,
being obtained from Belloc at a cost of §5,340,25

ppportuni#y cffered, Joy re-purchased twe tracts :
by Belloc;#37 from John McCrea in 1868 and 39 from .-
1871 at o cost of $600 and $3000 respectively.

Belloe tr:cts were in other hands when Joy was .
1-business matters-in 1876, He beczme 111 there -
cerwards, _ o '
were owned as follows: #1,#2 and #3 by R. W.

oy _Jas W. Glark, #12 by Jares Waddell and #36 by

' Fatrick Quinlan, I 1877 Waddell sold tract #12 to Samuel McCready,

&t McCready's death
this tract together

his son Thomas came irnto possession and later sold
with 137 acras of ‘adjoining brush and pasture

land to the Joy fomu

liy. In 1875 R. ¥W. icker seld his threc lobts to

E. H. Cheney who, in 1880,"sold them .to James Billett and the Billett
heirs sold them to she present owner ingolo Pogzi. Tracts.43 and 44
Were bought by Patrick Carroll fT0m the Clark heips in 1604, On

Carrell's death in 1919 thae property possed to his thildren and in
1923 they sold it td Frank 5ilve, the presént owner. The ownership

of #36 still remzing ‘in the Quinlon family.  The Joy heirs continued
milling cnerctions ¢n the orginal site until the late 1880's. Dur-
ing this »eri.d much ofthe tinber dn the costorn edze of the vroperty

vas cut and some of

|Land wes disposcd of. In 1884 Chas, Collins

bought tracts 47, 49, 50 and 51 znd portions of 45 =nd 46, After
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© Maria, in 1860.
~ In 186} he bough

.

~follin's death his wldo

“whom the Joys had in 19
1903 Rudoiph Feige purdg

nwned by his daughter and son-in-law Mr. and HMrs. Bert Elliot.
only other sale was made to Williem Kingwell,
on’ the northern edge next to the Pozzi property.

present owner John Gonn

So having folle
and cut of the Joy owne
that its present status
tification as & tree fa
& new.era in its ancien
tions yet unborn may be

'hefé and mervel atz 1ts
.perpetual store, sontin
enabled our forbears to
communities,

Now ‘a few linas

. 43 Benjamin Joy
personal knowledge of h
heve heen an sxcellent
maiden name weas Machell

1821 and she in Brentfuord, May 28, 182i.

w sold this acreage in 1934 to Frank Silva to
22 already soid portions of loits 45 and L6.
hased lots L1 and L2 and this property is now
The

In

Kingwell s0ld to the
clla,

wed the shifting titles of this noted acreage in
rship throughout the opast century it now appears
is fixed for the foresesadle future. Its cer-
iz by the Lumbermen's Redwood Association begins
t and nonoreble existencs. -By this act genera=-

beauty, en)oy lts inspiraticn end, out of its
he te receive the practical assistance which
convert a wilderness into preductive, civilized

S N R T TR ST

about the Joy famlly and their descendants:

had left America befeore I was born, I have no
im, However, the évidence shows that he must -
businessmsn. Xe and his wife, Elizabeth, whose
were born in England, he in Leeds on Jan. L,
"They arrived in America

ebout 1845 and Lived for 3 short timé,in'Wiscénsini?but‘nbtmlong there~

after they bocame infse
the country, sold their
the early 50's,

Thelr First homd

& lively shipping point

ted with the Califernia fever that was swesping
holdlngs in W1sqonsin and ceme to this atate in

+ _The record shows that in 1857 Joy bought a

house and lot there from Donsld McDonald, and 1t wds thers that the

son,'Thomas'Benjamin wa

wood tract or which it w
saw and had a capacity o

8 born.in 1856, and the elder daughter, Amn

t the Thurston Bros. mill and moved to the red-
&8s located. This riill operated an "up and down"
T 3000 ft, per day. - The following ‘yeer he

agsured that they too will be privileged to coms

here was at Bodega Bay, which was at that time

It was trect #22 and lies .

bought ths L tracts of lend adjacent to it and thus began to accumulate
the timbered propsrty that now is known ag 'Joy Woods., It was here that

| bls taird end last child, Minerva, was born, in 166y,

]
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o For the next 12 lyears Joy operated the Thurston mill, intil in
1876 he went on the journey to England that ended ih his death:. At

. thet time young Thomas Benjemin was 18, Annie 1& and Kinnie 12 yaars
‘of age, and on theé widowed mother now devolved the meanagement of the

- property in addition to jthe care and training of her young and growlng
~family. - : . B . . S

LT

. She, in true pioneer fashion, rose to m2et the crisis in their

" affairs. Fortunately shk was a woman of sound Judgment and possessed
- of executive abllity, and both Pesponsibilities were discharged with
© marked success, : . - o

T e e e gy st e
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~age of 88,

T

- - In order to . in
vof ‘her brather-in-1
sew which was inste
- of Mrs. William Kin
to this country fro
was inc¢reased to 12

After the nost
erty had been cut,
before this was don
England, where they
monthsy The son, B
at home im charge o

ifter the fami
edge of the tract o
cesier logging onmur
ing,cabins for the
reads built, now mg
following year with

Ly returned; a

crease the mill's output she acted on the advice
aw, James Swan, and sent to England for a circular
Llcd under Ais directien. Mr. Swan, grandfather
gwell of Ichastopol,,was & steam enginesr who came
m Erzland in 1855, "By this move the mill's capecity
, 000 ft, E

accessible timber on the eastorn side of the Prop-
the femily decided to move to 2 new locaticn, but

e the nmother and hor two deughiters made a trip to
visited with relatives and friends for several
enjanin, now 2 vigorous young man of 26, remained

£ the property.

new site was sclected on the western-
n Terméry Creek, where the contour of tie land made.

vtions vessible, and in 1885 a new home, mill build-
jelp, barn, shop, and other buildings were erected,

cinliery installzd and milling oncraiions started the. -
& canacity of 20,000 ft.per day. Long before this

yeung Ben had become a comnstint woodsman and uill operator, and for

the next 40 ysirs, ti

the business, In thi

1 good tines and bed, successfully econducted
23 ably assisted by the rest ol the family

under tiae watchful ¢yes of tihe mother until her desth in 1912 at the

From that time

came to live with th

on, Ben, Anrie and their uncle, James Swan, who
et aftor the death of his'wife, formed a sort of

triumvirate 'in the-aperatica.of the business, end a very successful one

it WS '

In the m.antin
for the tezehing pro

in various scheels in the country,

being one of her pujy
her vocation, He wzos
active life was engs
mch of that time be
lezarned it in wmany o
operator and a. lunbe

He was in the ¢
first ecaild was bor:

>, the younzer sister, Minnie, néd fitted herself

fession, cotrined & certificcte and found employmert
L' had the onor and drivilege of |
ils.. In 1893 sae married ilfred Laton and chaneed
a member of & pionser family end for most of his.
sed in tue lumber business in virious cspacities,
ing s-ont in the enploy of the Joy family,. HH

»f its phases, as a Teller,. a.woods boss, a mill

r dezler,. Lo . : n

mploy of the Dunean Land and Lurber Co. wien their
, hence her name, Anita Duncsn Laton,

Later he condu
he served as mayor

ted a lumber yird in Sebastopol and for some time
If the city. It was there that their two sons were

born, Joy who is new a mill operater himself-at Gazadero; and Burle,

whe
for several yécrs,

the fourth goneratidn,

innic Joy nevey
lives they worked tomother,ond until deat!
L remarkable t©
three children lived

separable.

in the s:ime order i:
exceptirnal neonlc,

has been an engineer in the employ of the Central Valley Project

Burle has a son and daughter and they represent

narricd, nor did hcr brother 3en, £11 their agtive
they were practically ine
ily ie that cach of the

to the gze of 80, Thu¥l®ssed out of t.is life
which tuey eatered 'it. To®#iind they were all

Fron tihc nictlherts tecaching and oxammle they asquir

%

hing about this I

the virtues of merality, industry, and storling integrity, and tihe re-

sults were refloctad

in their own lives.




- on_her shoulders, log

Today the menzgd
of 2 woman, one whosc
for many yoars with d
for the administrcti

fully as did. her pic

T LT Ay -
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munt of this properyy is cice mepe in the hands

suceess in tae teaching profession I have followed
cen intorest, '
rn of it, vnce wors Sy swer forbearers, has fallen:
us newc thet shee
eer ornnd parcnt.

ney weor it as long and success-

Howard C McGaughey
Sept 1951

(Given at the dedication of Jey ands as
a Tree Farm.)

et

[ Fow tﬁu, tae mantle of responsibility




